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The 1907 Hague Conference was the single ever global summit before WV
I to critically evaluate the interaction of the worlds of law and diplomacy.
Pivotal to its debate was the Russo-Japanese War which suggested no less
than eleven out of its thirteen Conventions. The crystallization of fifty years
of Western interference in the Far East, the war heralded the end of an Era,
sealing the fate of the legendary Chinese and Korean empires and putting
Japan on its course to imperialism. This paper recapitulates the historical
options available to China, Korea and Japan, reviews causes and
consequences of their separate stands, and evaluates their critical relevance
to the Hague debate.
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